**18 JULY 2016 \| NEW YORK / GENEVA** - A new WHO report highlights the need to intensify national action to meet the global targets governments have agreed to protect people from heart disease, cancers, diabetes, and lung diseases. Globally, these 4 noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) represent the largest cause of death in people aged under 70 years, posing a major threat to sustainable development.

The global survey, "Assessing national capacity for the prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases", shows that some countries are making remarkable progress. A number of countries have put in place measures to protect people from exposure to tobacco use, harmful use of alcohol, unhealthy diet and physical inactivity. Some have created new financing opportunities to build strong public health systems by taxing tobacco products.

"Countries, including some of the poorest, are showing it is feasible to make progress and reduce premature deaths from NCDs. But that progress, particularly in low and middle-income countries, is insufficient and uneven," says Dr Oleg Chestnov, Assistant Director-General at WHO.

"If countries continue on this trajectory, there is no way they will all meet the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) target of reducing, by one-third, premature mortality from NCDs."

**The findings**

The report tracks progress on 4 time-bound commitments agreed in 2014 to strengthen countries' abilities to tackle NCDs. These are to set national NCD reduction targets, develop national multisectoral policies and plans to achieve these national targets, reduce exposure to factors that put people at risk of NCDs, and strengthen health systems to address NCDs.

To date, 60% countries have set national time-bound targets for NCDs indicators and 92% have integrated NCDs in national health plans. Tobacco taxation is the most widespread fiscal intervention with 87% of countries reporting that they have implemented excise and non-excise taxes on tobacco. Alcohol taxation is the second most widespread fiscal intervention with 80% of countries reporting this type of intervention. Sugar-sweetened beverages (18% of countries) and foods high in fat, sugar or salt (8% of countries) were the third and fourth most widespread fiscal intervention.

In addition to fractional dosing, WHO's SAGE group is looking at ways to prevent yellow fever outbreaks on a long-term basis by strengthening mass vaccination catch-up campaigns in conjunction with improving routine childhood immunization in countries with yellow fever.

WHO's response strategy to the ongoing outbreaks requires coordinated work with partners in five areas: surveillance and risk assessment, vaccination, case management, social mobilization and risk communication and vector control.

Available from: <http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/notes/2016/noncommunicable-diseases-global-commitments/en/>
